We lived on a little farm and had some ducks, chickens, lambs, several cows, and
quite a few pigs. It helped our family to produce some of the things we ate so that
we did not have to buy everything at the store. There were small gardens to be
weeded and watered and fruit trees to be pruned and fruit to be picked.
My parents wisely gave me another good reason for working hard. I was allowed
to keep some of the money I earned from the sale of the animals and fruits. They
also had me keep records for my 4-H project, which was raising pigs, so that I
could tell how much money I was making or losing. This was a good experience
for me in learning about what things cost.
Because my pigs were purebreds, I used to take them to county and state fairs and
to livestock shows to exhibit them. The pigs had to be scrubbed clean before every
show. But it was worth the extra work.
Each time I won first, second, or third prize and got a colored ribbon my parents
would pin it on a white sheet until one day the sheet was full of them. It was a real
thrill when I got my first purple champion ribbon.
As I look back on those years, it was good that I was kept busy and that work was
something expected of me. I do not believe people can be happy unless they have
work to do. One can really be more of a slave to idleness than to work. Work also
keeps us humble and reminds us of how all our blessings come to us from our
Heavenly Father.
Those who don’t like to work need to ask themselves this question: “If I do not
work, whose responsibility is it to provide for me?” Heavenly Father has fairly
said that the person who is idle should not eat the bread of the worker. In today’s
world, however, many people think that others have a responsibility to take care of
those who are idle or lazy. This is not what Jesus Christ teaches, however. We are
to work and to share, but we must not be lazy and then expect others to share with
us.
When we work we are less likely to waste things, and waste is a real problem in
some families and countries. The person who is a hard worker is also more likely
to share what he has with those who are truly poor and needy.
The gospel of work is a very important teaching of the Church. If we learn to work
early in life we will be better individuals, better members of families, better
neighbors, and better disciples of Jesus Christ, who Himself learned to work as a
carpenter. I have seen the place in Nazareth where carpenters and tradesmen still
work, I am told, much as they did when Jesus lived as a boy. Those carpenters’
shops and stalls are very humble, but there Jesus learned a great deal that helped
Him do the special work He had to do.
Of course we should not work just for show. We work to provide the basic things
we need in life—food, clothing, and shelter. We work to be happy. We work to
serve our fellowmen.
We need to know how to work for another reason: even our Heavenly Father’s
work is really work! There won’t be any lazy people in heaven. They would not be
happy there anyway, because there will always be so much to do.
If we learn to work now, we will not only be happier in this world but in the world
to come, for work is one way we can show our love for others.
Neil A. Maxwell, Friend, June 1975
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Principles of the Gospel
LESSON 27

Opening Song:

Children’s Songbook # 198
When We’re Helping (see page 2)

Invocation (opening prayer)
Praise Achievement

A moment of recognizing
achievements and receiving
enthusiastic support from each other.

Scripture

Genesis 3:19
(see page 2)

Lesson

Summarize Lesson 27 from
the Gospel Principles manual

Doctrine &Covenants 88:124
Memorize
(for older children & adults) (see page 2)
Story

June 1975 Friend Story
Neil A. Maxell (see page 4)

Closing Song

Children’s Songbook # 198
When We’re Helping (see page 2)

Benediction (closing prayer)
Refreshments

Pioneer Muffins (see page 3)

Nellis Manor Ward, North Las Vegas Nevada Stake
Get other lessons from Family Home Evening: Principles of
the Gospel series online at www.SonsOfMosiah.net
1

Cream butter and sugar until fluffy.
Continue beating while you add the
eggs.
Slowly mix (just until moist–batter
will be lumpy) in the buttermilk,
Ingredients:
flour, and salt.
Slowly add the soda water.
2/3 Cup boiling water
By hand, gently fold in bran.
2 Teaspoons baking soda
If desired fold in walnuts and/or
1/3 Cup butter
dried fruit.
1 Cup sugar + 2 1/2 TableCover bowl and refrigerate muffin
spoons molasses
mix for 3 hours (it’s best when re2 eggs
1 1/3 Cups buttermilk (or substi- frigerated overnight).
tute 1 1/4 cups milk + 2 Table- Spoon approximately 1/8 cup mix
spoons vinegar or lemon juice) into well greased muffin tin or cupcake liners.
1 2/3 Cup all purpose flour
Bake 30 minutes at 350 degrees F.
2/3 Cup whole wheat flour
Makes 1 dozen muffins.
1/2 Teaspoon salt
2 1/3 Cups Bran (we used 1 1/3 Optional:
Cups All Bran Cereal and 1 Cup
Raisin Bran Cereal
1/2 Cup chopped
Prep Time: 10 minutes
Chill Time: 3 Hours–minimum
Bake Time: 30 minutes

In the sweat of thy face shalt thou
eat bread, till thou return unto the
ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for
dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou
return.
Genesis 3:19

Cease to be idle; cease to be
unclean; cease to find fault one with another;
cease to sleep longer than is needful; retire to
thy bed early, that ye may not be weary; arise
early, that your bodies and your minds may be
invigorated.
Doctrine & Covenants 88:124
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Directions:
Add baking soda to boiling water
and set aside.

walnuts
1/3 Cup chopped
dried fruit of your
choice

I was blessed with parents who, as devoted Church members, taught me
many things about the gospel early in my life, including the importance of the gospel of work. They were both hard workers and tried to save what money they had.
They did not spend much on themselves, but used it to bless their children. It was easy
for me to learn to like work because I had parents who worked without complaining.
My father was a bookkeeper and my mother had her housework to do. My sisters and I
each had our own chores, but there was still some time for us to play. As we grew
older, there was more work to do and more responsibility. There were times when I did
not want to work because I would rather play, but it was a healthy life for me both
physically and spiritually.
(continued on page 4)
This booklets is not produced, edited, or reviewed by the Church,
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